Attenuation of facial muscle spasticity with intramuscular phenol neurolysis.
Intramuscular phenol neurolysis is a well-known procedure used to decrease spasticity and improve function in patients who have failed to respond to more conservative forms of intervention. Traditionally, this approach has been limited to spasticity reduction in limb muscles, and its use in managing spasticity of the facial muscles has not been described in the literature. This case report describes a new and previously unreported application of intramuscular neurolysis for managing severe unrelenting facial muscle spasticity in a postanoxic encephalopathic patient. Prior to the procedure, hypertonicity in the orbicularis oris muscle was so profound that it limited speech and affected cosmetic, hygienic, and nutritional status. After intramuscular phenol neurolysis of the orbicularis oris muscle, the patient's level of functioning improved.